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GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

1. Understand what civil legal aid is available in your 
area.

2. Understand what civil legal aid attorneys can bring to 
the table for your clients. 

3. Issue spot scenarios for potential civil legal aid 
referrals. 

4. Generate ideas for partnership, referrals, and 
discussion of ethics and confidentiality. 



WHAT IS CIVIL LEGAL AID? 







WHAT CAN CIVIL LEGAL AID DO
FOR VICTIMS?

Legal representation, particularly from legal aid
attorneys, is empirically proven to provide a greater
number of, and more powerful protections, for victims
and their children.

• Prevent future acts of victimization 
• Reduce the impact of past victimization 
• Improve safety options and safety planning for victims 
• Increase victim self-sufficiency  



KLA’S UNDERSERVED POPULATION

Rurally Isolated and Impoverished Victims 

• Service area is very rural – 35 counties (only 4 are “urban”)
• 60% of residents live in rural isolation 

• Many individuals with Limited English Proficiency 

• Over 5,000 petitions filed for protective orders a year

• 13 impoverished persons per square mile 



VULNERABILITY TO VICTIMIZATION

• Individuals living in extreme poverty and geographic isolation are particularly 
vulnerable to violence and face barriers to safety that increase the severity and impact 
of abuse. 

• Geographic isolation allows an abusive partner to more easily restrict access to 
support networks. 

• Those living in poverty are at three-times greater risk of intimate partner violence.

• Women who experience food and housing insecurity experience a significantly higher 
incidence of rape, physical violence or stalking by an intimate partner. 



CALLIE’S STORY





CARMEN’S STORY





CONNECTING CLIENTS WITH
RESOURCES

• What legal issues are your clients facing? 

• At what point can you loop legal aid in? 



OUTREACH



INTAKE STRATEGIES



PARTNERSHIPS



QUESTIONS?


