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Objectives

• Define clandestine methamphetamine 
production.

• Discuss implications to land, water, 
homes, and health.

• Discuss safety measures for property 
owners.

• Provide reporting information for 
participants.



What is methamphetamine?

• Clandestinely produced psycho-stimulant
• Cheap and easy to produce
• Highly toxic production process
• Capable of producing metabolic brain 

change in users
• A public nuisance



What is methamphetamine manufacture?

The process of 
extracting pseudo-
ephedrine from 
cold pills to create 
a chemical 
structure that 
produces intense 
euphoria when 
ingested, snorted, 
smoked, or 
injected.





Meth: Anhydrous Method

Cold pills + Anhydrous ammonia + Sodium or 
Lithium Metal =

Methamphetamine







Methamphetamine and Related Drug Charges in Kentucky
 2001- 2003

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts:  2/18/2003 
Prepared by: Owen Johnson

Frequency by Quintile
Number of Charges per County
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Basic Meth Facts
• 1 lb. of meth leaves 

behind 5-7 pounds of 
toxic waste on your land. 

• This waste can remain in 
soil for years.

• Chemicals combined 
during meth production 
are hazardous to land, 
health, and home. 



Meth: Judgment is Affected

The person cooking methamphetamine out of this 
home set his own home on fire when he saw 
police. His wife and three children were inside.

© PNTF Todd County, KY



Meth: Water Quality is Affected
These two propane tanks 

have been used to 
transport anhydrous 
ammonia. 

Note the damage to the top 
of the tanks. 

Waste is likely to be 
dumped in creeks or 
open sink holes that are 
on your land. 



Water Quality Issues

Advocate-Messenger, Danville, Kentucky
Crab Orchard still coping with meth damage 

Writer: STEPHANIE SCHELL
Section: Casey News

Publication date: Wednesday February 8, 2006

Abstract: CRAB ORCHARD –

The cleanup of meth-production chemicals
in the Crab Orchard sewer system 

won't be as costly as originally thought. 
However, the cost of the damage hasn't changed. 



Meth: High Risk of Explosion
If you ever find something 

that looks like this, please 
call law enforcement 
IMMEDIATELY.

This is lithium that is 
reacting with the moisture 
in the air. 

Lithium catches fire when in 
contact with water.  



Meth: Good Hiding Places
Many meth cooks believe your 

property is a good place to 
cook drugs. 

The goal for them is to get the 
drug—and leave the waste for 
you.

Many lab sites look like a 
campsite or litter.

Know the signs. 

Protect your land.



Meth: Know what goes on at night.

Provide vital information to law enforcement. 

Protect your safety and the safety of your land.
Photograph © PNTF 



Meth: Know the Signs

This jar contains a solvent and cold pills. 
The clear liquid is the meth solution. Beware of trash piles that look like 

this.

Discarded cans with punctured holes are 
a clue.

Beware of discarded bottles that 
have tubing in them or appear to 

have residue in them. 



Safety Information

• Do not touch or move anything you suspect is 
part of a meth lab. 

• Do not move items can reactivate a chemical 
reaction that can cause burns, fire, or explosion. 

• Do protect your skin, lungs, eyes, and health 
from these hazards by reporting this to law 
enforcement.

• Do protect your land from the hazardous waste 
left behind by calling meth-certified officers to 
remove above-ground waste.



• Graves County
– Farmer shot in 

shoulder after 
interrupting anhydrous 
ammonia theft

• Barren County
– 87 year old landowner 

removing meth waste 
from open sink hole on 
property; discovered 
by son



Cooperation:  things to consider
• Lack of awareness of 

problem
• Fear of property seizure
• Fear of clean-up 

(remediation) costs
• Fear of harm
• Level of damage 

unrealized
• Criminal mindset
• The lure of $$



Suggested Program Ideas
• Partner with Law 

Enforcement
– Operation Safe Land

• Involve Cooperative 
Extension

• Involve local Farm 
Bureau

• Consider victimization 
of person and 
property



Reporting Information:
Kentucky State Police

1.800.222.5555

Pennyrile Narcotics Task Force
1.800.624.4596

Operation UNITE
1.800.424.4382



For more information:

www.ca.uky.edu/heel/land

Or contact your local 
Cooperative Extension Office
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