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Attorney General Conway Presents KY Kids Funding in Northern & Northeastern 
Kentucky

Four substance abuse treatment facilities in northern and northeastern 
Kentucky have been awarded a combined $5.2 million in grant funding 
to expand adolescent substance abuse treatment and services. Attorney 
General Conway and First Lady Jane Beshear presented each facility with 
a check from the KY Kids Recovery grant program in early September. 
The funding is a result of settlements General Conway secured from two 
pharmaceutical companies.

Ramey-Estep Homes, located in Rush, and Ashland’s Pathways, Inc., 
will expand adolescent substance abuse treatment services by opening 
treatment beds and creating intensive outpatient and follow-up care 
programs that will help save lives in Kentucky. Additionally, Necco, 
located in Florence, and Children’s Home of Northern Kentucky in 
Covington will use the funding for critical programs and services that 
will help provide second chances to youth who are working hard to seek 
treatment and get healthy. 

“I made a commitment to expand adolescent treatment in northern 
Kentucky, and I was proud to make good on that promise,” Attorney 
General Conway said. “These treatment facilities have a long history of 
caring about Kentucky kids, and I appreciate the important work they 
do each day. I am honored to join First Lady Beshear as we continue 
fighting the cycle of addiction in our Commonwealth.”

Gov. Steve Beshear created the Substance Abuse Treatment Advisory 
Committee by executive order to oversee the KY Kids Recovery grant 
program and distribution of the settlement funds. Existing providers, 
new providers, community partnerships and nonprofits were eligible to 
apply for the KY Kids Recovery grants. 

The Substance Abuse Treatment Advisory Committee submitted 19 
recommended proposals to Gov. Beshear, who approved the funding for 
the recipients. The programs recommended for funding are located in 
every region of the state and encompass all aspects of evidence-based, 
substance abuse services for adolescents. 

More than $17.9 million has been recommended in funding from an 
available total of $19.2 million. The remaining balance will be reserved 
for future statewide projects and administrative oversight of recipients’ 
expenditures. 

For a complete list of the 19 grant recipients, visit KyKidsRecovery.
ky.gov.

http://KyKidsRecovery.ky.gov
http://KyKidsRecovery.ky.gov


AG Conway Announces $56.5 Million Settlement with Shire Pharmaceuticals
Shire Pharmaceuticals will pay $56.5 million to settle allegations that it engaged in off-label marketing campaigns that improperly promoted five 
of its drugs: Adderall XR, Vyvanse, Daytrona, Lialda and Pentasa.  Attorney General Conway joined other states and the federal government in 
announcing the settlement on Sept. 24.

Of the $56.5 million, $48.1 million will go to the Medicaid programs to resolve civil 
allegations that the company unlawfully marketed the drugs and thereby caused 
false claims to be submitted to government health care programs.

“I will not tolerate pharmaceutical companies that try to mislead 
Kentuckians and our doctors while attempting to cheat our state 
Medicaid program,” Attorney General Conway said.  “They will be held 
accountable.  My job is to protect Kentucky taxpayers and our vital state 
programs from this type of misconduct and deceit.”

Kentucky’s share of the settlement is $1.176 million - $828,267 will be returned to the federal government to repay Kentucky claims and 
$162,345 will be returned to the state Medicaid program.

Read more here: http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/ag/shiresettlement.htm

Keep Kentucky Kids Safe PSA Contest Underway
Attorney General Conway and his Keep Kentucky Kids Safe partners 
have announced the start of their annual prescription drug abuse 
prevention public service announcement (PSA) contest for Kentucky 
middle and high school students. The competition is part of Attorney 
General Conway’s statewide public awareness initiative to warn 
Kentucky kids about the dangers of misusing prescription drugs. 

“Education is an integral part of our strategy to combat prescription drug 
abuse in Kentucky,” Attorney General Conway said. “Our annual PSA 
competition provides students the opportunity to produce creative and 
informative public awareness videos used to alert all Kentuckians to the 
heavy toll that prescription drug abuse is taking on families across the 
Commonwealth. My hope is that through our Keep Kentucky Kids Safe 
initiative, we can save future generations from the deadly consequences 
of prescription pill abuse.”

Attorney General Conway’s video PSA competition is held in partnership 
with the Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy, the Kentucky 
Pharmacists Association (KPhA), the National Association of Drug 
Diversion Investigators (NADDI), Operation UNITE and concerned 
parents Dr. Karen Shay and Mike Donta, who have both lost children to 
prescription drug abuse. 

As part of the competition, Kentucky middle and high school students produce a 30-second video that shows the risks of prescription drug abuse. 
The first-place winner will receive an Apple iPad generously donated by NADDI. The runner-up will receive a $100 Amazon.com gift card 
donated by the Kentucky Pharmacists Association.

“This contest is a great way to teach the next generation to think about ways to curb this epidemic,” said Robert McFalls, KPhA Executive 
Director/CEO. “Many of our members volunteer to educate the public about the dangers of prescription drug abuse and counsel patients on 
correct usage of the medications. This contest allows KPhA an additional avenue to promote safe prescription drug use.”

The deadline for submitting a video is Dec. 8, 2014. Winners will be announced on Dec. 15, 2014. 

Students may find out how to submit a video by visiting Attorney General Conway’s prescription drug abuse prevention page at ag.ky.gov/
rxabuse.

2013 winners (left to right) Braxton Bogard, Cameron Brown, Keaston Johnson, 
Austin Alexander, and Jacob Garland from Calloway County High School

http://migration.kentucky.gov/Newsroom/ag/shiresettlement.htm
http://ag.ky.gov/rxabuse
http://ag.ky.gov/rxabuse


Kentucky School Districts Warned of Fake Invoice Scam
School districts nationwide, including at least one in Kentucky, have been targets of a 
bogus textbook scam.

This type of scam typically involves people sending a phony invoice to an organization and 
hoping it will pay before realizing it never ordered or received the products. In this case, the 
invoices are being sent from a fake company called “Scholastic School Supply” for books 
the schools didn’t order.

The bogus invoices are for $647.50 for the bulk purchase of “English-Language Arts 
Practice Books” or $388.50 for math workbooks.  The Better Business Bureau (BBB) first 
received a complaint on Aug. 20 and has since received 90 complaints from schools in 27 
states.

Attorney General Conway has joined the Kentucky Department of Education and the BBB in urging Kentucky school districts to be vigilant of 
this scam and to identify and report any fraudulent invoices they may receive.

“It’s troubling that scammers are preying on schools and attempting to steal taxpayer money used to pay for the resources needed to help educate 
our children,” General Conway said.  “I want every school in Kentucky to be aware of this scheme so that no school is caught up in its deception.”

Schools and other organizations should remember the following tips to avoid potential scams:

 ► Encourage your financial staff to watch for invoice scams.
 ► Make sure the invoice is coming from a valid source.
 ► Check out the company that is sending the invoice.
 ► Centralize purchasing and billing so that the person or persons paying the invoices know what was ordered and who the vendors are.
 ► Do a basic Internet search to see if other organizations have reported similar problems.

Schools are advised to not pay suspicious invoices, but instead report them to Attorney General Conway’s Office of Consumer Protection at ag.ky.
gov/consumer or by calling 888-432-9257.

Community Health Systems Patients Encouraged to Use Free Credit Monitoring
Attorney General Conway and his Office of Consumer Protection are encouraging Kentucky residents who may have been affected by a data 
breach recently announced by Community Health Systems (CHS) to take advantage of one year of free credit monitoring and identity theft 
protection services being offered by the company.  On Aug. 19, CHS reported a data breach affecting at least 4.5 million patients nationwide.

“I strongly encourage Kentuckians who were referred to or received services from physicians affiliated with Community Health Systems in 
the last five years to take advantage of this free offer, regardless of whether they’ve identified suspicious activity in their personal accounts,” 
Attorney General Conway said.  “Additionally, patients should carefully review and monitor their credit reports and bank accounts for possible 
unauthorized activity.”

CHS has confirmed that its computer network was the target of an external criminal cyberattack in April and June 
of this year.  The breach allowed hackers to gain access to patient names, addresses, social security numbers, 

birthdates and telephone numbers.  The company has said that the stolen data did not include patient credit card, 
medical or clinical information and indicates that the data breach occurred in physician practices affiliated 
with the company, not in its hospitals.

Patients affected are receiving letters from CHS explaining the breach and how to enroll in the identity theft 
protection and credit monitoring services.

Consumers with questions or concerns about the cyberattack are encouraged to call 1-855-205-6951 or 
visit www.chs.net.  For information on preventing identity theft or to report suspicious activity, contact 
the Federal Trade Commission at 1-877-438-4338 or the Office of the Attorney General’s Consumer 
Protection Hotline at 1-888-432-9257.

The Office of the Attorney General has also designed a step-by-step toolkit that can help identity theft 
victims. The toolkit is available at ag.ky.gov/idtheft.

http://ag.ky.gov/consumer
http://ag.ky.gov/consumer
http://ag.ky.gov/idtheft


AG Conway Urges FCC to Allow Use of Call-Blocking Technologies by Phone 
Companies
Attorney General Conway is urging the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to allow phone companies to utilize call-blocking 
technologies that would better protect consumers from unwanted calls and scams.

Call-blocking technologies, such as “NoMoRobo,” “Call Control” and “Telemarketing 
Guard,” have been developed to enable phone carriers to identify and block unwelcome 
sales calls at their customers’ request. However, some phone carriers have not implemented 
this technology, in part because of the belief that federal law prevents carriers from blocking 
calls on their consumers’ behalf. 

In a Sept. 9 letter signed by 38 other state and territorial attorneys general, Attorney General 
Conway filed official comments with the FCC. The letter formally requests an opinion from 
the FCC regarding phone companies’ legal ability to implement call-blocking technology. 

“My Office of Consumer Protection and I are committed to protecting Kentucky consumers 
from businesses that engage in harassing and illegal telemarketing,” Attorney General 
Conway said. “Just as spam filters have helped reduce the amount of unwanted emails 
users receive, the adoption of call-blocking filters by phone companies may very well be 
an effective tool that can be used to help solve the telemarketing problem.” 

Phone carriers have expressed concern that the FCC’s legal framework prohibits phone companies from determining which calls should be 
allowed to go through to a customer and which should be blocked. Last year, in explaining the obstacles that phone carriers face in implementing 
call-blocking technologies, US Telecom wrote to the U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Consumer Protection, Product Safety, and Insurance that “the 
FCC has concluded that call blocking is an unjust and unreasonable practice under section 201(b) of the Communications Act of 1934.”

Attorney General Conway encourages Kentuckians to sign up for Kentucky’s No Call List, which helps deter unwanted and fraudulent calls and 
text messages, by visiting nocall.ky.gov. Consumers who are registered on the No Call List and receive an unwanted call can also file a complaint 
on the website. In 2013, General Conway’s Office of Consumer Protection received nearly 1,300 complaints about unwanted calls.

Track Jack

Attorney General Conway spoke with Leadership Kentucky participants on Sept. 11 
about the role of the OAG and issues facing the Commonwealth.

Attorney General Conway, pictured with Brian Harbrecht and Jason Smith of the 
KY Chapter of American College of Surgeons, after speaking to members of the 
organization on Sept. 16.

http://nocall.ky.gov


Lexington Man Sentenced to 20 Years on Child Porn Charges
A Lexington man, previously convicted of receiving and possessing thousands of child pornography videos, 
has been sentenced to 20 years in prison.

On Sept. 15, U.S. District Judge Joseph Hood formally sentenced 26-year-old Erik Hentzen and ordered him 
to serve a lifetime of supervised release following the completion of his sentence. 

The evidence at Hentzen’s trial established that, from May 2012 to March 2013, Hentzen downloaded 
thousands of videos depicting children engaged in sexually explicit conduct.

On March 23, 2013, investigators with Attorney General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit executed a search 
warrant and seized multiple computers belonging to Hentzen, which contained more than 4,000 videos 
depicting child pornography.

The investigation started when authorities discovered that Hentzen had stolen the Internet signal of a neighbor in his apartment complex. 
Authorities later located numerous child pornography videos that had been made available for download over the Internet. Investigators then 
traced the location of the computer to Hentzen’s apartment in downtown Lexington.

The investigation was conducted by General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit and U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s Homeland Security 
Investigations. The Fort Mitchell Branch of the U.S. Attorney’s Office prosecuted the case on behalf of the federal government.

Pulaski County Couple Indicted on Sex Abuse Charges
A Pulaski County grand jury has indicted a husband and wife on rape and sex abuse charges. On Sept. 4, the 
grand jury indicted 68-year-old Robert Morris on one count of first-degree rape and one count of first-degree 
sexual abuse. Additionally, 61-year-old Brenda Morris was indicted on one count of complicity to first-degree 
rape and one count of complicity to first-degree sexual abuse. The couple was arrested Sept. 10 and lodged in 
the Pulaski County Detention Center.

According to the indictments, on or about July 2009, Robert Morris allegedly engaged in sexual contact with a 
child under 12 years of age, and Brenda Morris allegedly committed the offense of complicity to rape by aiding, 
counseling, or attempting to aid her husband in the act.

Robert Morris was previously indicted by a Breathitt County grand jury in September 2013 on six counts of 
first-degree sexual abuse. The alleged crimes occurred between 2008 and 2013 and involved two child victims.  

The cases in Pulaski and Breathitt counties were investigated by Kentucky State Police and are being prosecuted 
by Attorney General Conway’s Office of Special Prosecutions.

Mother and Son Indicted on Prescription Drug Charges
A mother and son have been indicted on prescription drug charges. On Sept. 18, a Johnson County 
grand jury indicted 63-year-old Mary Lou Chandler, of Paintsville, on one count of first-degree 
trafficking in a controlled substance less than 10 dosage units and two counts of complicity to first-
degree trafficking in a controlled substance less than 10 dosage units.  

Additionally, 34-year-old Matthew Chandler, also of Paintsville, was indicted on two counts of first-
degree trafficking in a controlled substance of 10 dosage units or more, a class C felony; two counts 
of first-degree trafficking in a controlled substance less than 10 dosage units, a class D felony; two 
counts of complicity to first-degree trafficking in a controlled substance less than 10 dosage units, a 
class D felony; and a persistent felony offender charge.  

According to the indictments, Mary Lou Chandler and Matthew Chandler allegedly sold oxycodone 
pills to a confidential informant in Johnson County earlier this year. 

Attorney General Conway’s Office of Special Prosecutions is handling this case at the request of the 
Johnson County Commonwealth’s Attorney.

Mary Lou Chandler



Former Knott County Water and Sewer District Manager Pleads Guilty in Theft 
Case
The former manager of the Knott County Water and Sewer District has pleaded guilty to one count of theft by deception over $10,000. Sixty-
seven-year-old Reva Campbell, of Hazard, pleaded guilty at her arraignment Sept. 25 to misusing an agency credit card. 

In October 2013, Attorney General Conway’s Department of Criminal Investigations (DCI) began an investigation into this case after receiving a 
complaint from the state Auditor’s office. The complaint was submitted to the Auditor’s office by an independent auditor who discovered possible 
forged financial documents during an audit of the Knott County Water and Sewer District.

According to the DCI investigation, from 2009 through 2013, Campbell allegedly allowed approximately $85,000 in questionable charges to be 
made on a credit card issued to her by the Knott County Water and Sewer District. A Knott County grand jury indicted her on Sept. 11.

Theft by deception over $10,000 is a class D felony. By pleading guilty, she agreed to make restitution and receive probation. If she does not repay 
the money, she will face prison time.

General Conway’s Office of Special Prosecutions is handling the prosecution of the case.

Fraudulent Contractor Indicted on Theft Charge
A contractor accused of failing to perform home repair services for a Louisville resident, 
despite being paid to do so, has been indicted on one count of theft by deception over $10,000, 
a class C felony. A Jefferson County grand jury returned the indictment on 42-year-old Kevin 
Carter, of Mount Washington, on Sept. 11. 

Carter was the owner of Carter Home Improvements. In October 2013, the victim paid Carter 
$10,350 for roof replacement services. However, after the victim paid, Carter never returned 
to complete the work. 

Attorney General Conway encourages consumers needing home repair work or cleanup 
services to follow these important tips: 

 ► Consumers should never pay the full amount to a contractor before the work is completed.
 ► Use local, reputable contractors for repairs if possible. If local contractors bring in out-of-town workers, ask who will be responsible 

for their work if it is not satisfactory. 
 ► Ask if the contractor is licensed, bonded (if required by the city or county), and insured. 
 ► Check unknown companies out with the Better Business Bureau or call the Attorney General’s Office of Consumer Protection to see if 

information is available about the company. 
 ► Demand a written contract. If possible, get estimates from several contractors. 
 ► Be suspicious of unfamiliar, out-of-state vehicles and those who offer repair work at unreasonably low prices. Contact local law 

enforcement about your suspicions. 

For additional information or to file a consumer protection complaint, call the Consumer Protection Hotline at 1-888-432-9257 or visit ag.ky.gov/
consumer.

http://ag.ky.gov/consumer
http://ag.ky.gov/consumer

