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Attorney General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit Helps Crack the Pappy Van Winkle 
Case and Recover More than $100,000 in Rare Bourbon

Thanks to the hard work of my investigators in my Cybercrimes Unit, Franklin County Sherriff’s Pat Melton and multiple other law enforcement 
branches in Kentucky, we were able to crack the Pappy Van Winkle theft case and recover more than $100,000 worth of Wild Turkey and Eagle 
Rare barrels, and bottles of rare Pappy Van Winkle. This heist was a calculated inside job that involved several distillery employees and had been 
going on for at least the last seven years. 

Nine members of an alleged criminal syndicate were indicted for promoting or engaging in the theft and illegal trafficking of liquor from two 
different Kentucky distilleries - Buffalo Trace and Wild Turkey. 

Sheriff Pat Melton stated “without the assistance of Jack Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit, we could not have made the case.”

Attorney General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit that he created in 2008, processed the digital evidence in the case in the Office of the Attorney 
General Cybercrimes Lab. Investigators provided a report to the Sheriff’s Office on the content of several cell phones and computers. Our 
investigators also conducted a forensic analysis linking various cell phones together that provided useful information on targets. The call and text 
logs and the internet searches by the defendants that we discovered provided the link and evidence. 

The evidence was turned around in a matter of days. Before Attorney General Conway opened his Cybercrimes Lab and Unit, rural law enforcement 
agencies were waiting up to a year to have digital evidence processed by the state or federal labs.

To date, the Cybercrimes Unit has processed 6,879 hard drives and removable devices for a total of 213.8 Terabytes of data.



Guilty Plea and Sentencing of Former State Representative Ben Waide for Violation 
of Campaign Finance Laws

In Franklin Circuit Court on April 10, Ben Waide pled guilty to Attempting to Accept Illegal 
Campaign Contributions and Attempted Unlawful Campaign Expenditures

Waide’s crimes relate to an investigation conducted by Attorney General Conway’s Department of 
Criminal Investigations into Waide’s 2010 campaign for state representative. The investigation was 
conducted in response to a January 2014 complaint filed with the Kentucky Registry of Election 
Finance (KREF) by shareholders of Liberty Rehabilitation, PSC. Waide illegally accepted campaign 
contributions from Liberty Rehabilitation, a company in Madisonville where he was a partner. 
Waide also used campaign funds for illegal expenditures. Waide sought personal reimbursements 
for campaign advertising expenses that were either nonexistent or paid for by Liberty Rehabilitation. 

Waide received a 12-month jail sentence, which will be probated and supervised for two years. 
Waide, who served as a state representative from 2010 to 2014, has agreed to pay restitution 
to Liberty Rehabilitation and others in the amount of $7,754.12. After being indicted, Waide 
reimbursed Liberty Rehabilitation $7,566.24 bringing the total restitution amount to $15,320.36. 

Multiple Indictments Secured by Attorney General Statewide Prescription Drug 
Prevention Task Force
In 2009, Attorney General Conway launched Kentucky’s first and only statewide prescription drug task force. The task 
force has been involved in more 450 prescription drug diversion investigations, including Operation Flamingo Road, the 
state’s largest prescription drug bust that resulted in the arrest of more than 500 people.

The task force recently conducted a successful drug trafficking investigation in Floyd County resulting in several 
indictments. During the investigation, officers recovered approximately 360 prescription pills including oxycodone, 
hydrocodone, alprazolam and tramadol with an estimated street value of $4,300. Two people, Karen Clifton of Harold, 
and James J. Adams of Prestonsburg, have now been indicted on possession and trafficking charges. 

Attorney General Conway worked closely with Governor Beshear, House Speaker Stumbo, Senate President Stivers and 
other lawmakers to win passage of landmark legislation in 2012 to prevent the abuse and diversion of prescription pills 
in the Commonwealth. Since passage of HB 1, overdose deaths in Kentucky declined for the first time in a decade and 
half of the state’s pain management clinics have closed their doors. In this legislative session, Attorney General Conway 
helped push for comprehensive legislation to address the resurgence of heroin in Kentucky. The measure increases 
penalties for large-scale traffickers and expands treatment. Attorney General Conway also serves as the co-chairman of 
the National Association of Attorneys General Substance Abuse Committee.

Guilty Plea and 30-year Sentence for Grayson County Funeral Burglar 
James Parrett entered a guilty plea in Grayson Circuit Court to charges associated with a home 
burglary that took place in June of 2012 in Grayson County. The victims were attending their 
son’s funeral at the time of the crime. Parrett pled guilty to Burglary First Degree and Persistent 
Felony Offender First Degree. He was sentenced to 30 years in prison. The defendant is not 
eligible for probation and must serve a minimum of 10 years in prison before he is eligible to 
seek parole. Parrett has prior felony convictions for theft, burglary and drug possession.

Parrett’s co-defendant, Timothy D. Terry pled guilty and was sentenced to 25 years in prison 
in March. The prosecution was handled by special prosecutors from the Office of the Attorney 
General. “The work by the Office of the Attorney General was exceptional,” said Dennis Higdon. 
“They came in and picked up the pieces of this case and handled it in a professional manner. Mr. 
Conway’s special prosecutors, Shawna Kincer and Thom Marshall, were firm and intelligent 
in the courtroom. They were professional and attentive to our concerns. They went above and 
beyond in their effort and preparation and gave our family justice.”



Dating Violence Bill Signed into Law
The signing of the Dating Violence Bill was a major accomplishment this legislative session. Attorney General 
Conway has championed legislation that would extend domestic violence protections to women and men in dating 
relationships. 

In fact, Kentucky was one of the only states in the country not to extend those protections to non-married couples. 
That ended the passage of this bill. 

“Kentucky is a better state for now having this measure in place - people are safer, and hopefully this legislation will 
save lives and help end the cycle of domestic violence,” said Attorney General Conway

Signing of House Bill 512 Protecting KY Tobacco Payments
Attorney General Conway joined Gov. Steve Beshear on April 1 at the signing of HB 512, which protects Kentucky’s tobacco payments moving 
forward. Attorney General Conway was able to secure past disputed payments through a settlement and recover more than $100 million for state 
agricultural programs, cancer research and early childhood education. The new law ensures Kentucky won’t have to deal with disputed payments 
in the future. 

Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) payments support Kentucky’s 
agricultural diversification programs, and provide critical health care and 
early childhood development services for all Kentuckians. 

Gov. Besehar stated “The citizens of the Commonwealth have benefited 
greatly from the $1.75 billion in annual MSA payments support Kentucky’s 
agricultural diversification programs, and provide critical health care and 
early childhood development services for all Kentuckians. Those funds 
have played an important role in advancing Kentucky agriculture through 
the Kentucky Agricultural Development Fund (KADF). Attorney General 
Jack Conway’s settlement and this important legislation help preserve and 
protect funding for these investments in the future.” 

Attorney General Conway secured a settlement in the case in which 
manufacturers were challenging Kentucky’s past enforcement of the 
MSA. He was able to ensure Kentucky received $110.4 million in disputed 
payments and netted an additional $67.9 million for the state. 

“The health and education programs funded by the MSA are vital to our state and our communities. I appreciate the legislature and Gov. Beshear 
acting to provide additional enforcement provisions that will ensure Kentucky’s payments for perpetuity,” said Attorney General Conway.

Kentucky Crime Victims’ Rights Day Rally 
On April 22nd, the Office of Victim’s Advocacy presented 
the Kentucky Crime Victims’ Rights Day Rally at the State 
Capitol. 

The featured speaker was Mr. John W. Gillis, who shared 
his story as a 26-year veteran of the Los Angeles Police 
Department and how he became the founding member of 
Justice for Homicide Victims and the Coalition of Victims 
Equal Rights after his 23-year-old daughter was murdered. 
Last year, my Office of Victims Advocacy provided resource 
referrals to more than 7,000 victims, victim advocates, and 
victim service providers. The office also trained more than 800 
victim advocates, prosecutors, and law enforcement through 
various initiatives.

“I am proud that our office provides a voice for victims and 
helps empower families in times of tragedy,” Attorney General 
Conway said.



Sirius XM Consumer Alert Reminder Issued for May 3rd Deadline
Attorney General Conway’s Consumer Protection Division recently issued a reminder for all Kentuckians that may be owed restitution from 
Sirius XM. 

May 3rd is the deadline to file a complaint for restitution. Attorney General Conway helped secure a 
multi-state settlement of $3.8 million. 

“Companies that utilize deceptive and unfair business practices to take advantage of consumers and 
violate Kentucky’s consumer protection laws will be held accountable,” said Attorney General Conway. 
“I am pleased that we have reached this agreement requiring Sirius XM Radio to make significant changes 
to its business practices and return money that is rightfully owed to consumers. I encourage all Kentucky 
consumers who are eligible for a refund to submit a claim through the restitution program.” 

Some of the issues addressed by the agreed upon remedies of this dispute include: difficulty canceling 
contracts, ignored cancellation requests, misrepresentations about cancelling or not renewing service, 
automatic renewal of contracts without notice or consent, unauthorized fees, higher and unanticipated 
rates after a low introductory rate, and failure to provide timely refunds.

Consumers may download other forms by visiting http://ag.ky.gov/civil/consumerprotection/complaints. Consumers who need assistance may 
also call the Attorney General’s Office of Consumer Protection at (502) 696-5389 to request a form. 

Arrest of Kenton County Man for Possession of Child 
Pornography

Attorney General Conway’s Cybercrimes 
Unit investigated and arrested Richard 
Ray Washington, 31, of Kenton County on 
April 23 for 20 counts of possessing child 
pornography. The charges are the result of an 
investigation that began in March 2015.

Investigators with the Cybercrimes Unit, 
along with officers from Kentucky State 
Police Post Six, executed a search warrant 
at Washington’s home looking for computers 
and other equipment used to distribute 

images and videos of exploited children. A charge is merely an accusation. A 
defendant is presumed innocent until and unless proven guilty.

Arrest of Louisville Man for Possession of Child 
Pornography

A Louisville man was arrested April 22, 
on multiple counts of possessing child 
pornography. Christopher Churchill, 36, of 
Louisville was investigated and arrested 
by investigators from Attorney General 
Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit, after execution 
of a search at his residence in Louisville. 

The charges are the result of an investigation 
that began in February 2015. Investigators 
with the Cybercrimes Unit, along with 
officers from the St. Matthews Police 
Department, executed a search warrant at 
Churchill’s home looking for computers and 
other equipment used to distribute images 
and videos of exploited children.

Churchill is charged with two counts of possession of matter portraying a 
sexual performance by a minor. A defendant is presumed innocent until and 
unless proven guilty.

General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit

Since its creation in June 2008, Attorney General Conway’s Cybercrimes Unit has launched more than 450 child pornography investigations and seized nearly 
700,000 child pornographic images and videos from the Internet. The unit is also a member of the U.S. Dept. of Justice’s Internet Crimes Against Children 
Task Force. 

For additional information on General Conway’s efforts to protect Kentuckians from Internet predators, visit the Office of the Attorney General’s “Cybersafety 
in Kentucky” page at http://ag.ky.gov/cybersafety/. To report cyber abuse, visit the CyberTipline or call 1-800-843-5678.



American Pharoah roars to victory in Kentucky Derby 141
Jack and Elizabeth enjoyed attending the Kentucky Derby, Oaks and other Derby Festival activities. 

Attorney General Conway visited with radio stations from across the state at the Kentucky Derby Festival AT&T Morning Line and chatted with 
Louisville television stations during their Dawn at the Downs Coverage on the backside of Churchill Downs.

Four Caregivers Charged in Franklin County for 
Failure to Report Sexual Abuse by another Caregiver

Kentucky is a self-reporting state that imposes a legal 
duty on caregivers to report abuse and neglect. Four 
caregivers were indicted on allegations that they 
failed to report sexual abuse allegedly committed 
by employee Damon Heath at Community Choices 
Unlimited. As a result of their failure to report these 
abuse allegations, Damon Heath continued his 
alleged abuse of residents at Community Choices. 

“My investigators moved swiftly to investigate these abuse allegations 
immediately after receiving the complaint,” said Attorney General Conway.” 
These crimes committed against helpless victims require additional 
responsibility by facility caregivers to report allegations. Caregivers cannot 
simply turn a blind eye to known abuse or neglect and those that fail to report 
abuse and neglect will be prosecuted.”

Damon J. Heath, 23, of Frankfort, Ky., was arrested and indicted in February 
and has charges pending in Franklin Circuit Court for five counts of third-

degree sodomy and four counts of first-degree sexual abuse. Heath is a 
former caregiver at Community Choices Unlimited, which manages a group 
of Frankfort-area facilities that cares for intellectually disabled adults. Four 
other employees were charged with misdemeanor counts, on April 14 in 
Franklin District Court, for failure to notify superiors or law enforcement of 
Heath’s alleged abuse of patients. The four defendants are as follows:

1. Louis Dewayne Milligan, 43, charged with three counts of Wanton 
Neglect, Class D felonies, carrying one to five years in prison and one 
count of Failure to Notify Reported Abuse a Class B misdemeanor, 
carrying up to 90 days in jail.

2. Randy Ricardo Driver, 32, charged with two counts Wanton Neglect, 
one count Failure to Notify Reported Abuse.

3. Tammy D. Humphrey, 55, charged with two counts Wanton Neglect, 
two counts Failure to Notify Reported Abuse.

4. Toshia J. Redding, 40, charged with two counts Wanton Neglect, two 
counts Failure to Notify Reported Abuse.

If anyone suspects patient neglect or abuse in a nursing home, Medicaid 
facility, or personal care home, they may call the Office of the Attorney 
General’s Elder Abuse tip line at 1-877-ABUSE-TIP.”

Medicaid Fraud and Abuse Control Unit

Since Attorney General Conway took office in January 2008, his Office of Medicaid Fraud and Abuse Control has recovered or been awarded more than 
$300 million for the state and federal Medicaid programs. These cases range from lawsuits and settlements against pharmaceutical companies to cases against 
individual providers.

Attorney General Conway has investigated and/or prosecuted more elder abuse and neglect cases than any previous Attorney General.

In 2013, General Conway’s Medicaid Fraud Unit was named one of the most aggressive in the country by the nonprofit watchdog group Public Citizen.


