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00-ORD-183

September 21, 2000

In re:  Chris D. Sachleben/City of Milton

Open Records Decision


This matter having presented to the Attorney General in an open records appeal, and the Attorney General being sufficiently advised, we find that the City of Milton erred by charging 25 cents per page for public records.  We believe that 00-ORD-110, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference, is controlling.  Based on that decision, construing KRS 61.874(3) and adopting Friend v. Rees, Ky. App., 696 S.W.2d 325 (1985), it is our opinion that 10 cents per page is a reasonable charge for copies of public records, and that the city should recalculate its copying charges to conform with these authorities unless it can substantiate that its actual cost
 exceeds this amount.  The city has indicated its willingness to do so, and is so directed.



A party aggrieved by this decision may appeal it by initiating action in the appropriate circuit court pursuant to KRS 61.880(5) and KRS 61.882.  Pursuant to KRS 61.880(3), the Attorney General should be notified of any action in circuit court, but should not be named as a party in that action or in any subsequent proceedings.

Albert B. Chandler III

Attorney General

Amye L. Bensenhaver

Assistant Attorney General

#508

Distributed to:

Chris D. Sachleben

10864 Highway 421 North

Milton, KY  40045

Genon G. Hensley

Attorney for the City of Milton

P.O. Box 26

Bedford, KY  40006

� Actual cost is defined at KRS 61.874(3) as “the costs of the media and any mechanical processing cost incurred by the public agency, but not including the cost of staff required.”





